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CHAPTER IX.
In Which We Plan to Escape Together
From the Ship.

HAD no |des that it was momning
already, the night bad passed =o
guickly. Tbhe eastern sky was
Rlready gray, and although the
day bade fair to be an unpleasant one
there was already light encugh to dis
tinguish land off to starboard. We
bad run quite near it in the night. It
waos still too grany to make out much
more than the existence of the land
tself, but I thought 1 saw beyond the
nearest island others rislng. At any
rate, there It was where it ought to be,
nnd 1 didn't make any doubt bot that
it was the island which we had Leen

seeking these weary months at sea.
The whole crew was on deck |
dldn't see any signs of Captafh Mat
thews' hody, although 1 looked hastily
about for it. [ learned later that they
had tombled bim overboard without
8 prayer or word after they Lad
knocked him on the head. Pimball,
Glibby and one or two others of the
older senmen were on the gquarterdeck,
the rest being strung along the leerall
In the walst staripg at the islond
Two hapds were at the wheel. The
ship was pitebhing and lIaboring heavlly,
and It required two hands to hold her

up to it

Durlug the night they had teken 4
sovond reef in the tops’is A whole
Enle wnw blowing. BErverything

v thie tape’l vards hand been furied

of course  The Rose of Devon wns a
wet =itl;* In n vaway, and she wus
mnkiug heavy weather out of it

I noticed one thing with satisfaction
They had evidently not thought
worth while to brenk open the nr
chest or to force the key from n
which they could easlly have done.

and pone of them wns armed

“Welll" 1 begnn. as | climbedl over
the hatch combing and turned aft

“1 ment for you, Hampdon,” begun
Pimball insolently, nnd his fallure to
“mister™ me or to give me amy titie
indicated our present relntious,
cause of that.,™ and he pointed to the
leeward toward the tsland

“1t looks like land,” | sald.

“It is lapd. What lapd ¥’

“How can | tell™ 1 answered *]
have never been (o these seas before

“be

“Well, yvou ok an ebseérvation yes-
terdny, dida't yon'®™

“Certaluly

"ADA where wore wa

I nomed o Wntitndr npd longitn
not o whnt | hid worked
but e pough. | didn’t want s
rui know exactly where wa

wore l¢ puiled out the chart as [
spoke and compared ta Agures with
what T had given them. He could
read figures If not letters

“At any mate,” he said, after study
Ing over the map for a little time.
“that i» not far from the polnt we are
making for, in 1t

“No." 1 ndmitted, *'not very.”

“IDo you think that can be 1LY

“1 can't tell for certain.,” 1 replied
Huntll 1 get another sbot ot the =un
1 shionld think the Iatitude anbout right
hint ns to the lonsitunde”—

Aud « n't get no shot at the
man uhtl can you'? unceremonl
ot n Glibby. casting a long look
to the ecoetward where the sky was
thick nud clondy already

“1 ean’t oven get an ob=ervation then
unless we have clear weather,” 1 an-
swerod

“Them']ll! be po clear weather todary
I tate 1L" sald un old senman standing
with the ather two

*“1 4wn't much think 10" 1 assentad

“"Well what do vyou advise then¥
asked Pimbal

*Thot we strad on slowly Anring the
Gay ap! bhesve to at night. and 1f we
ean't et o shot at the stin stay here
aborts untll the sky 15 clear und the
sun visible, then we will Know just ex
retly what course to toke und jus
what's best to be dope™

The advice was so self evidently
good, In fact the only practicable ad
vice. thnt there waus no hesitation in

necepting It Fhe Lastswaln stepped
op o the horseblock, grahbed the trum.
pet an] sbouted his orders. Proseatly
the ship was hove to with the isiand
woli ucder ber iee, distant perbaps a

league and & half or maybe two lengues
Personally | sbhouid oot bave hove to
n ship en 2 I sbould not
buve odvised it and Indeed would have
protested sgainst it bad 1 oet sudden-

lee shore

Iy developsd o plan—a plan o8 desper |

ate as ever came into man's head But
then the Mtuation required desperute
ramedles. And for the accompiishment
of the pla® the ship was pow in the

[]

1 was minded to desert the ship with
my Indy, get ashore and trust our
selves to the tender mercleg of what-
ever natives there were rather than
stay with the vessel. 1 took no stock
In the sailors’
ments.  Once they got the treasure it
would follow thnt they would kil me
and take her.

When we got the Nose of Devon
gafely hove to the men all knocked off
work at once, leaving the decks io &
stnte of confuosion. Indeed, save 10
clear up the gear, there was nothing
to do but wait. Two or three men
were stationed on watch, and the rest
were given the freedom of the ship
I was in doubt as to what to say
about the enbin: but
enough, nobody made aany effort to
tuke advantage of the mastery of the
ecrew to quarter himself there. Indeed,
thelr quarters forward were almost as
good ns ours, unnd they evidently pre
ferred to be together. The suip was
generously provisioned, npd the fare
of the men had been unusuvally good

They did. however., break fnto the
lazarette nnd help thetuselves to what-
ever they lked oot of the cabin stores,
incloding n cuse of bottled =plrits,

I brought ovt other Haguor and let
them have ns muoch as they wahted
A little Hguor would make them ugly

nnd intractable, 1 reasoned; a lot
would make them drunk. sod enough
would render them completely help-
less I even Jjoluned them in thelr
carousal. It wis easy enough to spill
my lguor and make & pretense ot
drinkiog. wlhich soon decelved them.

They took to the liguor like ducks to

witer

The men on watch kept reasonably
sober for a time, but even they were
too albotemious. ] saw to that
l.oter on the cook, who was not yet too
dronk, fixed them up a regnlar ban:
quet out of the eabin stores, and there
wans no objectlon to my taking a por

not

tion to my lady io tbhe statercom be
low, where she kept close and remain
ed out of the way Ly my urgent en
treaty.

My communications that long day
with [y Swe el CUNrge werg netaessanr
I¥ intermitted and sbhort 1 did not
dare to be long away from the men
on deck. | still wore my sword, and

I seprched throoghi the captain's eabin
and found two heavy pistols, which |
ecarefully cbarged, concealing them io
the deep pockets of my pean jacket |
passed among the men freely, banding

ont the spirits, opening fresh bottles
bandying rough jests, bot took
care never to be in any position where

conld not command the companion
hateh, which led to the cabin

Our drift wos slowly but surely In
the direction of the isinod. Indeed, 1

| east off, and I had no doubt, if condl-|
| tions on deck were as [ expected them.

|
promises and agree-

strangely |

| and

think we had made half n league or
more to leeward since we had been
hove to. From time to time | search-
efl the shiore with a ginss. seeing that
the lind was protected and completely
incio=ed by u reef, on that slde at least,
which nereed with the chart, but the
! overcost. and the mist
grew thicker. so 1 conldu’'t make ont
wh more than that. It was jand,
ind was enouch It was biﬂ‘
"~ pport life. and | thought |
that ! tectod green patehes here and |

there thet betokened vegetation and, if
g0, water nnd Jife,

Nabody took any care to sirike the
bhells
el nolsily that T wounld go below and
tarn in. All but the most seasoned
end bhardy drizkers were by
dent drunk. There was evidently
some lrtle remembronce of my raonk,
for po one yet conscious mude apy ob-
Jeetion,  Plmball, lylng supine on the
deck, o84 Gilby, sho waus in no better
epse, with drunken effusivensss assur-
e that they would take care of the
p. and 1 went below, having provid-
i all of them with a fresh supply of
just before.

| sometimes wonder 1f T wonld not
have been justitied [n killiug them ali
whiie ther were rendered thus heip-
les<. But I covid mot bring mysaif w
such wholestle munder, richly as they
deserved it and lttle ns | was heltued
to mercy. 1 also thought of clapping
them In irons and stowing them below.
But there were pot irons euongh aboard
for that purpose, and Mistress Lucy
and I could not work the ship unnided.
We could not even feed apd water our
prisoners. Yet If | conld have counted
on three or four frue men's asslstance
1 would bave risked it

How Mistress Lucy had passed the
dragging. anxious hoors of that awfol
day vou can better tnuagine than I can
describe And wmy ocecasional visits
bad scarcely reassnred ber grentir,

drink

but when darkuvess fell 1 declar. |

thls time !

very best position 1 could have put bey. | Yet In an emergency I ba=e mever!

. known a woman who had more spirit.

She had left her noon meal practical-

fn the eabln pervously cintching the
pistol, frightened half to death. Poor
girl! 1 don't blanme her. Whatever
may have been the cause of it. she was
genulpely glad to see me when 1 came
in and lighted the cabin lanterns.

“Oh,” she cried. “I have been In
agony the whole day. Every sound
has caused me to selze this weapon,
and when I have not been watching
the door I have been on my Eknees
prayiog for you and for myself. I do
not think I can stand another day like
this.”

“Please God, dear lady, you shall
not,” 1 said, smiling reassfringly at
her.

“What do you mean? Harve you ul
plan?"

“l bave. The men are all drunk. 1|

|

you with me™ l
“But how—when?" |
For answer I threw open the stern |
window of her eabin. On a level with |
it swung a small boat, a whaleboat
Now I had taken occasion during the
day to lower that boat little by little,
o few Inches at a time and then a few
inches at another time, as 1 bhad op-!
portunity to get mear the falls and to |
monipulate them unobserved, bot 1]
had brought it down to the level of the
cabln windows. Its gsea lashings were |

I could lower it all the way later with
impunity.

“What do you mean? she asked,|
staring out of the window and into
the empty boat |

“l mean that yon and I are golog to:
embark in that boat tonight and leave |
this ship.” [

“But where are we golng?

“There is land not a lengue and a
balf under our lee. It seems to be the!
rmost easterly of a cluster of Islands.”

“Is It the islapnd we seek, do you
bink ¥ |

“We are In exactly the latitude and |
the longitude of the chart If my caleu- |
lations are correct.” |

“The Island was uninhabited when |

my ancestor was cast away upon It.,” |

“Yes,” sald 1, “but there may be na-| -

tives there now, but no savages of the |
south seas conld be more eruel and
ruthiess than the mwen on this ship.” .

“let us go she sald. shuddering.
“What is your plan? |

“1 want you to dress vourself in your
stoutest clotlies, with yonr heaviest
shoes, wrap yourself op lu a boat cloak
and take with you a change of clothes !
somme few necessarles for your |
comfort. 1 will go and rummage the
Inzarette for provisions. and I will see |
iff I can turn up any more weapons in
the ecaptaln’s room. 1 dare not go to
the arms chest"—It was below in the
bold anyway, and 1 conld not waste

the time to hunt it ont—"we must| gway?

bhurry.”
“Why. you sald they were Insensi- |
hi'—' "

“They'll recover their senses bhefore
we know it. | want as long u start as |
possible."

“Wait n moment.” she sald. Sho!
opened a drawer under her berth and
drew out a lenther case, which she |
opened and placed before me. There
weore two Ivory handled silver mounted
plstols in It. “They belonged to my fa- |
ther,” ghe safd. “*With one of them he
—he"—~ Her voice broke. [ nodded. |
knew what he had done with one of
them She rummnged further and
drew ont an exquisite sword. guite un-
ke my heavy one, but. if T could judge
noything about weapons, of fine tem-
per and strength and with its hilt
stodded with diamonds. *“This was
my father's too,” she sald. Anpd 1 rec.
ognized it also, It was that I had tak.
en from Arcester.

The pistols were smaller than

me
huge barkers. better sulted for het
band, and to load them from the |

finsks wlich accompanled them was
the work of a few minutes, I thrust
my own heavy weapou back ioto my
belt. 1 then buckled ber two pistols
nround ber walst and bade her take
the sword also. We might need all
these wesipons

Theo 1 left ber and went out om
deck. The men were in a profound
drunken stupor. Pimball was sound
asleep; Glibby was nodding. He leer-
el at me as 1 drew mbreast of him.

“Everyth-thing a-all r-right?" he bie-
couzhed,

“Everything.” T answ red. "“The old
burk doesn't need mus! watching to- :
night.”

I yaowned extravegantly. *T will go

and turn in, T think.
eall me™

As T went below Into tlw =«
that in a few moments |
Hke the rest

If von need me

iin | anw
wontld Ce

CHAPTER X.

In Which We Pass the Barrisr.
HE lazarette was well provided
aud | stocked the boat hand
soimely, not forgeiting an ax, @
lautern and fioder box. There.
was pot much water, but 1 emptied |
some bottles of wine and fllled them
aitbough I did not much worry on that/
secount because there would be plenty |
of weter undoubtedly om the island
The boat was provided with a com |
pass snd a mast and sall. I got inte!
ber as she swung at the davits apd
overhauled spar and gear, Then 1
shipped the tiller, and presently ev
erything was ready. A fual search
brought to light a narrow locker ip
the captsin’s room, which 1 forced|
open and which [ found te contaln a
fice fowling plece. a double barreled
ghotgun and & heavy musket with
plenty of powder and bail. These I
passed (oto the beat siso

“Havé you got now what you wish
to toke?™ 1 psked when all my prepa-
rations were completed.

“A change of linen, some tollet arti-
cles snd necessaries, brush and mmb.l‘
necdles and thread™ she msweudnr
holding up her bandle. .

“Good.” sald 1. [ jodged 1t was
sbout 30 o'clock st pight “Now, do
yon get Into the boat, madam.™

She had not beem on ihe ship for
six xopths without haripg learned
something apd she fnstantly ezked

me,

7R : A

| the nolse of the waves rendered con-

| compass on the boat 1 koew exactly
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breath. It's a good habit that

It’s the biggest value that a nickel
will buy. It’s a delicious goody—
you can’t get too much of it.”

Chew it after every meal
BUY IT BY THE BOX

It costs less —of any dealer

»

“I always carry it with me — it
makes me sure of a good appetite,

bright teeth, pure

my bad habits.

“Do You Eat Everything?”
“Yes, almost! I enjoy it |
‘because I digest it with

Look for the spear

Avoid imitations

“But how are you golng to lower "i
“l will have to go up on deck forl
that.” 1 snld. |
“But won't they see yon?" {
*“1 don’t think so, but whether they
do or pot we must chance It, bat lfl
anything shonld happen to me 11l cut
the boat adrift, and you will be in
God's hands" [
Eilently 1 assisted ber to take her |
place in the stern sheets. It was not|
a inrge boat, On the contrary. ¥et she
made but a small fizure sitting there.
Then I went on deck. 1 had a can of
oil with me to oil the hlocks. It was
as I fapcied., By that time everybody
on the ship wns asleep in a drunken
stupor. _
g5 human supervision was concerned. |
Still 1 dldn’t neglect any precaution. |
1 oiled the shives of the block and

| where we were | conldn’t see the end

isiands thot T had ever known or read '
about. But I could not see the open-
fng from the boat yet. The lagoon en-
closed by the barrier reef seemed to be
a quarter or half a mile wide.

The strangest part of the whole
scene was that the Island itself locked
like a whitish gray wall rising stralght
up from the lagoon for, I suppose, from
150 feet in the lowest part to 300 feet
or more without a breank. Its top was
covered with greenery. It stood up
like a solild rampart of stone From

of the island. although from my inspac-
tion of it the day before | judged It
might be six or eight miles long, and |
ag | had snil® past it 1 estimated it l

Iy circular In shape.
A long distance away on the other
side nnd hnrd to be seen at all from 1|

make our way. When we reached the
lower end my lady was for saillog
around on the other side, but this 1 di4
not dare. We had heard nothing from
the ship or her boats, and I didn't pro-
pose to arouse any pursuit by coming
withiin possible range of her glasses.
I did not know where the Rose of De-
von lay.

“Madam,” said 1 at last, *there is
nauyght for us but to try to go over the
reef in some fashion. As I examined
the Island yesterday throungh the
glasses | couldn't see any opening in
the reef on that side. and, although 1

| never saw or heard of n case like this

before, | make no doubt but what the
reef is continuous and there {s no ac-

The ship was deserted so far | Wos about the same breadth ard near- | cess to the island except over it. And
| come to think of it, Sir Philip's chart

showed no opening either.”
“1 recall that the reef completely en-

Jowered the bont away carefully, inch the lerel of rhe sea in the small boat |eircles the island in the map,” assent-

by inch, until it was water borne 1|

| renssured my mistress by whispered

words as | did so. She had had her in-
structions and right well she rol!uwed'
them. She had her boat hogk out and

fended off the minute the boat touched
the water. For me to belay the falls |
and slide down the forward one to cast |
off and tnke my place in the bout was
but the work of an instant. The oars
had been carefully muffled, Although

versation quite safe. we neither of us
spoke a word until | bad rowed some
distance from the ship.

1t was pearly midnight before we got |
everything shipshape, my lady brave- |
Iy belping me with ber best efforts,
and the little vessel threshed gallantly
through the big seas.

1 had enrefully taken my bearings
during the day and as I uad a good

how to steer. Fortunately the wind
held steady. 1 lald her course so
a8 to clear the portheast end of the |
jsland, around which 1 intended to
swing so as to be bidden from t,he'
ship at daybreak ;

I told her after awhile that ahe was
gafe. No sound bad come from the
ship and the lights in the eabin which
at first we could see dimly pmentlyI

disappeared. Our escape bad not been
discovered. 1 suggested at last that
she shounld go to sleep. 1 arranged the
boat cloak and blankets and although
she had to be much persuaded 1 finally |
prevailed vpon her to lie down in the |
boat, her head by my Enees, and thus i
we salled on throvgh the might.

When day broke | bauled aft the |
sheet and headed the boat to the south- '
ward. for 1 had now crossed the head
of the i{sland and could run down the
other side. By the time it was fairly
dawn I had made enough southing to
place the morth end of the isiand be
tween curselves and the sbip. 1 steer- |
ed the boat toward the land

My hopes were bigh and I feit a kind |
of exhilaration st our escape, altbough I|
I was by no means inclined to u:uull
mize the possibllities of peril we might
soon be compelled to meet. The Island |
was our des—uation, bowever, and for |

| it therefore 1 determinedly beaded my |

small eraft with its precious and still
peacefully sleeping cargo.

The island was nnlike any 1 bad ever |
locked opon. In the first place. lke |
most Pecific lsinnds, It was inclosed |
by & barrier reef, over which the |
waves broke in whitecaps as far as | |
covld see. | supposed that somewhere
there would be nn openipg in the reef
throngh which we conld safl. Thet
wus iovariably the case with all such

| see how stronge tha island was.

lay other istamls, faintly outlined on |
the far horizon. -

I suppose | must have thrashed |
about sovwiewbat when T bronght the |
dingy to the wind and chavged her
course, for presently my lttle mistress |
awoke. EShe sut up lnstautly, and alter |
the briefest nckpowledgment of wy
good worning and the briefest reply |
to my inquiry as to bhow she did she |
stared at the iand toward which we |
were edging Ip so far as the wind|
would mljow. It was a blenk, Inhos- |
pitable looking pince, that gray, rough !
wall, in spite of its infrequent crust- |
ing of verdure, 1 will admit, and she, |
too, found it so. After she had stared |
hard at the land she cast an anxious
glance to leeward, but, of course, could |
make nothing of the distant islands |
there.

“We mygst get ashore,” said I,
soon as possiblee By the time theilr
debauch will have worn off they will

boat after us. Afloat we can do noth
ing, ashore we may find some conceal- |
ment apnd probably make some de
fense."

“It is a bleak looking spot.”

Indeed, not a corl of smoke any-
where betrayed the presence of map-
kind. Head it not been for depres-
sions in the walls of the cliff here and
there which were filed with vegets-
tion, one mighf have supposed the ls-
land to be nothing but a desolate snd |
arid rock, but this reassured me 1
thought it strange that there was Do
mountain or hill rising from beyond
the top of the wall, but I was yet to

But as it was full morning now 1
decided thnt first of all the creature
comforts had to be thought of. 1 offer-
ed to relingoish the tiller and prepars |
something to eat. but Mistress Lucy
took that upon herself. What we had |
was cold, but there was plenty of It.]
and at my urging she ate buﬂlly.i
For mysell | needed no stimulus bup
my raging hunger. 1 wanted her to|
be in feitle for whatever might hap t
pen

We had not much conversation the
while, but 1 do remember that she did
say she had satber be bere alone with |
me tham on the ship, wherest my |
heart pounded, bot 1 had sepse enongbl
to say oething Her loneliness and |
belplessness appealed to me. | might !
have been bold under otber circum- |
stances, but not now._ i

Well. we coasted along that barrier
reef & good part of the morning unt)

| we reached the otber end of the island

and discovered 1o our dismay that
there was absolutely no opening. ne
break ig It through which we could

ed my lady.

“Then we must even pass over it as
we can. | bave had some experience
in tukiog n boat through the surf, and,
although it is a prodigious risk, 1 be-
ileve I can take this one over. [ think
we shall win through if youn will sit
perfectly quiet and trust to me."

“1 will do whatever yvon tell me,"
she sald with a most becoming and un-
usunl meekness. *T think—1 know--I
trust you entirely. Master Hampdon."

“Very well,” said I quietly, “and may
God help ns!”

Fortunately the tide was making to-
ward the shore of the island. | select-
ed n spot where the buge, rolling waves
seemed to brenk more smootbly than
elsewhere., which argued a greater
depth of water over the barrier, leas
roughness and fewer possibilities of

"“’I being wrecked on the jagged polnts of

the coral reef. Dousing the sail, un-
shipping the tilier and rudder and pull-

| efther bring the ship bere or send the, {ng the onrs with all my strength after

an unuttered prayer I shot the boat di-
rectly townrd the spot I had chosen.
Just before | renched 1t | threw the
ours inboard, seized one of them, which
I wished to use as a steering oar, and
stepped aft past my lady, who sat a
little forward and well down In the
bottom of the boat. 1 braced myself in
the stern sheets and walted. We were
rocing toward that reef with dizzy
speed, rising with the uplift up the
wive. [ had just time for one word.

“If we die,” 1 shouted, “remember
that [ bave been your true servaot al
ways."

She nodded ber head, her eyea giis
teping. and then I lost sight of her. A
huge roller overtook us. The littie bopt
rose and rose and rose with a glddy,
furious motion. Suddenly it began to
turn. If it went broudside to the reef
and a wave cnught it or ope broke over
it we should be lost, but | bad foreseen
the danger. | threw out my oar and
with every pound of strength fn arm,
leg and body 1 thrust blindly, desper-
ttely, against the thrust of the sea, It
was an unequal combat, p man against
the Pacific ocean. | couldn’t bave main-
tained it for long. And yet it seemed
hours. The strain was terrifie,

The wave we were riding broke just
&5 we reached the top. We sank down
into whnat seemed a valley of water.
the breakers roared in our ears, the
spray fell over us llke rain. We sank
lower nnd lower, there was a sound of
grinding siong the keel. We had struck
the cornl evidentiy. | thought this was
ajl. for another mpment nnd the bottom
woild have been ripped out of her; bot
no. we wers over jn safety.

The last remsfoder of (he Wave
broke fairly over jus_end pfruck me in

al . 2 5 N

1
i
|
|

‘ .the back as 1 :ood aft with such force

a6 to bring me to my knees. However,
in that position | acted as a sort of
{ bréakwater und the dinghy was not
| completely filled. Although she hnd

shipped guantities of sea, she still

fBoanted. The force with which we bad
| been thrown over the crest of the wave
drove us landward with tremeandous

|
|

The Strain Was Terrifie.

ppeed. It was terrific. | was stunned
for a moment, but the sweetest volce
in the world recalled me to my senses,

“It wes glorious, magnificent!” erled
my mistress exultantly. “Are you
burt? Are we safe?”

Her clothes had been drenched, of
course, but she wus otherwise unharm.
ed anod there was a strange light in her
eyoes,

“l am not burt” I answered “God
has preserved me thus far.”

“For me,” she sald softly.

“For your service,” | answered

gravely, quite nnderstunding that was
what she meant.

And pow to make the landing. The
boat, while it had come to a standstill,
was flled with water. but | ecouldn't
stop to bail it out then, so I stepped
carefully forward, shipped the oars
and rowed slowly forward across the
lagoon.

(To be Cemtinued Next Saturday.)
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